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Ingrid (left) and Haley want to welcome you to Happy 
Haflingers! We hope we can help you learn more about 
Haflingers and answer your questions.

Through the years, Ingrid has bred and raised dozens of 
Haflingers. Her goals have always been twofold: to con-
tinue developing the Haflinger breed to maximize their 
athletic potential and good temperaments, and to make the 
best possible matches with new owners. To do this, Ingrid 
has imported many horses from Germany, bred to the best 
and brightest Haflinger stallions, and worked painstakingly 
with potential buyers to help ensure each Haflinger goes 
to the right home. Along the way, Ingrid has dabbled in 
sportponies, creating a few Haflinger crosses with out-
standing German Riding Ponies.

In 2003, a young friend of Ingrid’s, Haley Madden, began 
working with a few of the green Haflingers on the farm. 
Like so many others before her, Haley fell in love with the 
Haflinger breed and has remained a good friend of Ingrid 
and Carlo’s, as well as the horses! Today, Haley rides the 
Haflingers and sportponies in dressage and eventing. She 
also helps with Happy Haflingers communications as she 
pursues a doctoral degree from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison.

Years of breeding, raising, and working with Haflingers 
have given Ingrid and Haley tremendous insight into who 
Haflingers really are – their characteristics, their abilities, 
and their unique challenges. These articles are a chance to 
share that knowledge and help more people understand 
what makes Haflingers just so wonderful!

Welcome to Happy Haflingers! We’re so glad you found 
us, and we hope we can help you learn about the Hafling-
er breed or answer some questions about Haflingers for 
you. Over the years, we’ve found that many people have 
similar questions about Haflingers. Since we love talking 
with people about these beautiful horses, we thought we 
should create some articles to help answer some common 
questions about Haflingers, as well as share some of our 
philosophy and insights. Please enjoy these articles and 
use them as a jumping-off point, but remember they only 
represent our opinions, and should not be used in place 
of the help of a veterinarian or trainer.

So who are we and how did we get into these Hafling-
ers, anyways? Happy Haflingers is owned by Ingrid and 
Carlo Krause of Middleton, Wisconsin. While Ingrid has 
been a rider all her life, growing up with Holsteiners in 
Germany, Carlo married into the horse life and prefers 
watching the horses from the other side of the fence. 
Ingrid had owned and ridden a variety of horses before 
coming to Haflingers. In 1989, she and Carlo purchased 
their very first Haflinger, Cassy, after the birth of their 
first child together. Ingrid wanted a horse she could drive, 
as riding time was harder to come by with a new baby, 
and she had loved Haflingers since she was a young girl 
in Germany. Remembering them as sturdy, personable 
all-around horses, Ingrid thought they were the perfect 
breed for a family. Today, she knows she made exactly the 
right choice.

Ingrid and Haley have been on many horse adventures 
together. Here, Ingrid helps Haley (and Alouette “Allie”) 
through their first combined driving event!
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